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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


A SERMON ON THE OCCASION OF THE CONSECEATION OF “CALVARY 
CHURCH” IN CHARLESTON. 


GENESIS xxviii. 16, 17, 18—‘“ And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, surel 
tbe Lord is in this place, and I knew it not. And he was afraid, and said, how arent. 
ful is this place: this is none other but the House of God, and this is the gate of hea- 
ven. 

There is a God, and man is immortal. arth is a place of proba- 
tion, and the final award is heaven or hell! ‘There are other doc- 
trines not less grave, which also, we have settled in our own minds. 

Man is asinner. I*orgiveness is only through the mediation of Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God. The grace of God, the Holy Ghost, is indis- 
pensable to man’s virtue and happiness. Communion with the 

Church of Christ is a condition of salvation. All these doctrines 

we have recognized as true in our published Formularies. God is the 

God of the Gentiles, and not only of the Jews. Immortality is pur- 

chased for all men. very one, not only some of the human race is a 

subject of probation. Hell is threatened and heaven offered, not to 

this or that man—to this or that class, but to ‘* ald sorts and conditions 
of men.” Toone of these great truths, (the rejection of which is not 
merely “ false doctrine,” but heresy—for it is in both the Creeds; in 
the Apostle’s Creed, “I believe in the Holy Catholic Church ;” and 
in the Nicene Creed, ‘‘I believe in one Catholic and Apostolic 
Church,’’) our present circumstances invite attention; but even this 
article would be too large asubject* for a single discourse. By three 
points included in it, therefore our remarks will be limited, viz. Why 
is the Church called—IAst. A house; 2dly, the house of God; and, 
3dly, the gate of heaven. To these particulars, the.text specially in- 
vites attention. The cause of the emotion of awe of the patriarch 
Jacob was the presence of the Divine Majesty—the great truth incul- 
cated by him, is the communion of God with men—the subordinate 
truths are the existence of a separate place, where especially God 
communes with his people—the name given to that place, viz. “ the 
house of God;” and, finally, that this place, this holy house, consi- 
dering the design, employments, advantages and results of it, is “ none 
other but the gate of heaven.” The Church is called a house. In So- 
lomon’s prayer, at the consecration of the Temple, we read, “ this 
house that I have builded,” in the book of Psalms, it is called “ a ha- 
bitation,” and in both Testaments often “ the house.” Now, a house is 
a protection from cold, and heat, and storm, snd enemies. And is not 
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our spiritual house, with its employments, and associations, and 
‘‘means of grace,” a protection, in adegree at least, against the cold 
of worldliness, the heat of fanaticism ; the ‘“‘ every wind of doctrine,”’ 
and “the enemy” and his accomplices. Within the walls of the 
Church, the worshipper is separated from the intrusion of the world ; 
from sights, and sounds sinful, afflictive, perplexing, or purely secular, 
which would divert his thoughts and affections from God, and holiness 
and heaven. He is, insome measure, protected from recollections and 
reflections, and anticipations ; connected with temporal business or re- 
creation, which have their origin, and centre, and end, in this poor 
planet. To this property of protection, the inspired poet thus al- 
ludes. “ Yea, the sparrow hath found a house, and the swallow a nest 
for herself, where she may lay her young, even thine altars, O Lord of 
Hosts, my King and my God.” 

A house is a satisfaction. It is more thana shelter. It is for rest, 
after toil—for recuperation after exertion; and for the refreshment of 
the whole man. And is it not, in the Church, that there is obtained 
rest from earthly cares ; recovery from worldliness, and the proper 
refreshment of the spiritual and immortal nature ? The dwelling is the 
place for preferred employment; for exclusive sympathy ; mitigating 
every suffering, and heightening every joy by participation. Its value 
is not the magnificence of the exterior; the suite of apartments; the 
splendor of the interior, and the applicabilities for ease and indul- 
gence. The poor man’s house has none of these, but it has all which 
constitutes it ahome. It is the centre of his choicest earthly blessings, 
recollections, reflections, scenes, pursuits and hopes. Who can define 
‘‘Home, sweet Home?” He could not, whosaid “ Home zs home, 
and better than a Court.’”’ The analogy with our spiritual home on 
earth, need not be traced out, and the feeling beyond description, is 
best expressed by Divine inspiration. ‘‘I was glad when they said 
unto me, let us go into the house ofthe Lord.” ‘Lord, Ihave loved 
the habitation of Thy house, and the place where Thine honor dwel- 
leth. This is my rest forever, here will I dwell for I have a delight 
therein.”’ ‘‘How amiable are Thy tabernacles O Lord of Hosts. My 
soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the conrts of the Lord.” ‘‘ Blessed 
are they that dwell in Thy house; for a day in Thy courts is better 
thanathousand. I had rather be a door-keeper in the house of my 
God, than to dwell in the tents of Wickednes.”’ St. Peter said unto 
Jesus: “ Lord it is good for us to be here: if Thou wilt, let us make 
here three tabernacles, one for Thee,.and one for Moses, and one for 
Elias.” 

A house is a school. The young in it are trained and taught by the 
precepts and examples of the seniors, and these are educated by hav- 
ing the mind and the heart, and the strength exercised, by the various 
occurrences in this little community. Now it is the great end of the © 
Church to teach, and to move, to cultivate the conscience by enlight- 
ening and exercising it. But in both houses, in both schools, in the 
temporal and the spiritual home, the great lesson is subordination.. In 
both, are the governor and the governed, the head and the members ; 
the three classes, the master, the children, and the domestics. Here 
as there, are “all sorts and conditions of men.” In both, by instruc- 
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tive, or by gracious sympathy, is taught and exercised mutual love in 
all its varieties; the tenderness of the senior, the reverence of the 
younger and the inferior, and the affection of the associates. Abra- 
ham in his house, was the teacher, not in human knowledge only, but 
in religious also, of both his children and his servants. He laid the 
foundation of their education in the divinely prescribed manner, by 
bringing both classes of his dependants into covenant with God. “In 
the self-same day was Abraham circumcised, and Ishmael his son. 
And all the men of his house, born in the house, and bought with mo- 
ney of the stranger, were circumcised with him.” “How good and 
how pleasant is it for brethren to dwell together in unity.” But the 
essential elements of this unity are wise authority and due subordina- 
tion—the child honoring his parents and the servant obeying his mas- 
ter and mistress for conscience sake—the governors exercising their 
divinely derived authority for the welfare of their subjects, whether in 
the relation of child or servant, to protect from abroad, to preserve 
peace athome. And so, in the Church, the house of God, the family 
of Christ, are rulers and ruled: teachers and pupils ; pupils of various 
ages, manhood, youth, childhood, and infancy, and of various clas- 
ses, more or less intelligent, more or less educated, more or less in- 
fluenced by their civil relations and external circumstances. In the 
household of God, as in the household of man, wise government, sound 
teaching, and harmonious co-operation, are essential to happiness and 
usefulness. ‘The parent at his home, and the Pastor at the religious 
home, each in his sphere, are agents of the Lord of all, to teach and to 
train for his service through eternity. ‘The teacher in the daily school 
and in the Sunday school, and especially the godfathers and godmo- 
thers are the assistants of both the parent and the Pastor in their office, 
as teachers, trainers, guides, and exemplars of the young. Other re- 
semblances between the home and the sanctuary might be mentioned, 
but they will readily occur to reflection, and therefore we pass to our 
next point. 

Why is this house, of which we have been speaking, called the 
house of God? It is also called by kindred epithets as “a place 
for the Lord—His holy place—the hill of the Lord,—a habitation for 
the mighty God”—‘“the courts of the Lord’—* thy tabernacles.” 
« Arise, O Lord, unto Thy vest. Zion—here will I dwell,” “my sanc- 
tuary,’— His holy temple,”’—*the city of the living God,’—“ the 
heavenly Jerusalem’’—*‘ the Church ofthe living God.” It is so called, 
because it is the place, on earth, of the special presence ofthe Divine 
Majesty. This was the reason assigned by the Patriarch for calling 
the place where God met him, /is house. “Surely, said he, the Lord 
is in this place. This is none other but the house of God.” Says 
Solomon, “I have surely built Thee an house to dwell in, a settled 
place for Thee to abide in forever. That thine eyes may be open to- 
ward this house night and day, even toward the place of which Thou 
hast said, My Name shall be there..” Mine eyes shall be open and my 
ears attest unto the prayer that is made in this place. The wise and 
holy Church echoes this consoling truth thus: “O, eternal God, 
whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain—yet hast been graciously 
pleased to promise thy especial presence, wherever two or three of 
Thy faithful servants shall assemble in Thy name to offer up their 
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praises and supplications unto Thee. And again: “ Blessed be Th 
Name, O Lord God, for that it hath pleased Thee to have Thy habita- 
tion among the sons of men, and to dwell in the midst of the assembly 
of the saints upon the earth.” The petitions, in the form of consecra- 
tion, for those persons who, in this house, shall be baptized, confirmed, 
received as communicants, instructed, married and united in worship, 
what are they but so many recognitions, so many professions of be- 
lief of the doctrine—that on the teachings, the devotions, the sacra- 
ments, and the ordinances in the Church of God, a special blessing is 
expected ? Why invoke the favor of God on the transactions in this 
house, if it was not looked for; yea, if it was not promised? God is 
the founder of that association which is called “the Church.” It is 
fis order to have a separate place for the meetings of this Association, 
as the altar, where Abel was the Priest—the ark of Noah—the taber- 
nacle in the wilderness—the first and second temples ; the synagogue ; 
the upper chamber; the dens and caves in the days of persecution ; 
the Church of Constantine ; and the houses of prayer, in all ages and 
continents. God is the Governor of His house, by His laws, His Min- 
isters, and His Holy Spirit. It is the Divine presence which is the 
chief dignity, and beauty, and excellency. and value of thishouse. He 
is the head of the house—the Father of whom the whole family in 
heaven and earth is named. All the blessings promised to them who 
pray in this house, and even “ toward it,’’ and to the city in which it 
stood, named in the first lesson read on this occasion, flow from the 
perennial fountain of atonement and purification which God hath 
opened. Emphatically then, this is God’s house. 

But it is also called ‘ the gate of heaven,” and why so, was the third 
point proposed to be considered. The house of God, the family 
home of the Lord and His children, we have remarked, is a school, a 
scene of education—it looks to something future—it is a preparation 
for a state beyond it—it is an entrance to this from that point—it is as 
a gate from earth to heaven. The Holy Scriptures represent the 
Church on earth, and the Church in heaven, as essentially one 
Church, not two Churches, but two conditions of the same Church— 
this militant, that triumphant—this probationary—that fixed in glory : 
this the outer—that the inner court—this, in an “ earthly house,” that 
in a “building not made with hands eternal in the heavens.” When 
the Lord communed with the patriarch Jacob, He gave him these pre- 
cious assurances and promises.—‘* I am with thee, and I will keep 
thee, and will bring thee again.” Like assurances and promises does 
God make to those with whom He now communes in His house, viz: 
to be with them as a satisfaction—to keep them from evil, and to brin 
them ‘“‘ over the waves of this troublesome world, to the land of ever- 
lasting life.” The Apostle Paul gives as a reason for “ not forsakin 
the assembling of ourselves together’’—* ye see the day (that is of judg- 
ment) approaching”—an evident intimation that such assembling is 
adapted to prepare for that judgment. 

Into the “state of salvation,” man is brought by baptism—he conti- 
nues in that state of salvation by ratifying his baptism in the sacred 
rite of Confirmation, by repeating that ratification at the altar 
often; by perseveringly availing himself of the teachings and the de- 
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votions of the Church, and by a life of holiness, charity and sobriety, 
consistent with his solemn professions and vows. Communion with 
the Church—a consistent membership with it is a condition of the final 
salvation. And, by what figure could the hope, set before the members 
of the Church, could the great pursuit of those members be described 
more accurately and more impressively than by saying it is “ the gate 
of heaven’’—the Spiritual temple—the society of believers—the body 
of which Christ is the head, and His disciples, the members, is of course 
the thing meant by the term gate. It is the spzrtwal house, which is 
the way of access toheaven. But the material temple was appointed 
for the benefit of the spiritual. Itis, as we have shewn in this discourse, 
a part of the Divine arrangement for building up the spiritual temple. 
In a sense, therefore, this house whith has been provided, is the gate of 
heaven, and such it will be to all who use it faithfully in the Spirit, and 
not in the letter merely. Thus have I endeavored to develope and to 
illustrate, and to confirm by texts of holy Scripture, perhaps unneces- 
sarily numerous, the great truths asserted by the Patriarch in the text of 
this sermon, and referred to in that article of the Creed, “I believe in 
one Catholic and Apostolic Church.” 

My brethren, all. May you not only know and believe these truths, 
but practically realize them in your hearts and lives. 

Remember always, and especially when you come within these walls, 
this is the holy house, the house for your souls. Let not your home be 
a wicked home—neglect not your souls in your own house, or wherever 
you may be. But this placeis your sowl’s home. Come here as often 
as you can, to shelter your souls; to school your souls ; to comfort 
your souls ; to have the best happiness, soul’s happiness. Come here 
to be with God. This is “none other but the house of God.” He built 
it—He is the Master of it. He will meet you here to teach you, to train 
you, to guide you, to comfort you, to bless you, to give you pardon and 
peace, and hope. ‘Heaven on earth” is here, to the true believer ; and 
this place is “the gate of heaven.” (rod tells you so in the text of this 
sermon, and in many other texts. This is the door toglory. Use it in 
faith, use it constantly ; and God, even our own God, will give you the 
blessing, through Jesus Christ our Lord, of admittance into the Church, 
which is above, the Church in paradise, and finally the Church in the 
heaven of heavens. 

But if you come here only now and then—if you come here just to 
see your friends, and to pass time. If, while you are in this house of 
God, your-heart is far from Him—if you pray only with your lips. If, 
while the Minister is reading the lessons, and the Commandments, and 
the Belief, you are thinking of something else. If, when he is preach- 
ing you are not feeling, then you are committing a great sin, and the 
Lord will punish you in this world and the next. You will pass from 
this place, not to heaven, but to the other region, Hear, my beloved 
brethren, not my words, they are God’s own words—oh may you lay 
them to heart—* Because I have called, and ye refused ; I have stretched 
out My hand, and no man regarded; but ye have set at naught all My 
counsel, and would none of my reproof; I also will laugh at your ca- 
lamity ; I will mock when your fear cometh; when your fear cometh 
as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind. When dis- 


tee i eh eee 


é 
5 





432 Thoughts on the P. E. Church of the U.S. of America. [Feb. 


tress and anguish cometh upon you, then shall they call upon Me, but 
I will not answer; they shall seek Me early, but they shall not find 
Me: for that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the 
Lord: they would none of My counsel; they despised all My reproof : 
therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with 
their own devices; for the turning away of the simple shall slay them, 
and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. But whoso hearkeneth 
unto Me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.” 





FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THOUGHTS ON THE STATE OF THE P. E. CHURCH OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA. 


In a late number of the Gospel Messenger, were some remarks on the 
state of religioninourlarge country. It is now intended to advert in par- 
ticular, to our own branch of the Church. He who created, and redeem- 
ed, and sanctifies, and promises to bless, has condescended to be our in- 
structor in religion, and to put His lessons on record for the benefit of 
mankind perpetually. But, alas, men enter on the study of the Word 
of God, under the influence of preconceived opinions and corrupt dis- 
positions, and they do not avail themselves of those assistances for the 
understanding of His Word, which he has mercifully provided. The 
result is, that not only individuals but associations, put variant or con- 
tradictory interpretations on the Holy Volume, and hence the varieties 
and contrarieties among those, all of whom profess a common stan- 
dard of belief and practice. But the diversity of sects is specially to 
be traced to the neglecting of a cardinal principle of the true religion, 
viz: the believers being a society—a fellowship. He who gave the 
truth, appointed an institution to be ‘‘a witness and a keeper” of it. 
Men are called to receive ‘‘ holy writ,’’ and also to become members 
of “holy Church.” The sin of Cain was double, a refusal to hearken 
to the voice of God, and also to unite with that association-of which 
God was the head, and his parents Adam and Eve, and brother Abel, 
were the members.* In the age of the patriarchs, men were separated 
into two classes—the Church and the world. Seth and his descen- 
dants in the former; Cain, and most of his, in the latter; and so 
it has been ever since: the holy family in Egypt, and the mass around, 
and far off from them. The Hebrew nation, and the proselytes be- 
longed to the one, and the rest of mankind to the other. The Divine 
Redeemer and his Apostles, and their successors, and the disciples in 
general, on the one side, and the multitude of Jews, Turks, and infi- 
dels, onthe other side. However separated by space, and by time, ~ 
the head and the members, the vine and the branches, the father and 
his children are one, inthe “ Apostles’ doctrine,’ and in the Apostles’ 
‘“fellowship.”” The head of the household (the blessed Trinity) is in 
heaven—the members are some there, and some on the earth. The 
Church is Catholic, or Universal in all times, and is both in the visible 
and the invisible creation of God. But forthe purposes of the militant 
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condition on the earth, without any infringement of this essential 
unity, there are congregations, and dioceses, and provinces, (formed of 
several dioceses) and national combinations, as in G. Britain, the provin- 
ces of Canterbury and York, and Ireland, called “the United Church 
of England and Ireland,” and the dioceses in our own country, forming 
the “ Prot. Epis. Church of the United States of America,” at present 
a single province, but become so large, that at our last Convention, a 
proposition was submitted, to be considered at the next Convention, 
for creating four provinces, North, East, South and West; to be re- 
presented in one General Convention for the whole land. 

‘The Church, (as expressed by Bishop Ken,) is a society of persons, 
founded by Christ’s love to sinners, united into one body, of which He 
is the head, initiated by Baptism, nourished by the Eucharist, governed 
by Pastors, commissioned by God; and endowed with the power of 
the keys, professing the doctrine taught in Holy Scripture, and deli- 
vered to the saints, and devoted to praise, and to love God. The 
Church is holy, holy by the original design of its institution; holy by 
baptismal dedication; holy in all its administrations, which tend to 
produce holiness; and though there will be always a mixture of good 
and bad in it in this world, yet it has always many real saints in it. 
This Church is Catholic, or universal, made up of the collection of 
all particular Churches: Catholic in respect of time, comprehending 
all ages, to the world’s end, to which it is to endure: Catholic in re- 
spect of all places, out of which believers are to be gathered: Catho- 
lic in respect of all saving faith, of which the Creed contains the 
substance, which shall in it always be taught: Catholic in respect of 
all graces, which shall in it be practised; and Catholic in respect of 
that Catholic war it is to wage against all its ghostly enemies, for which 
it is called militant.””’ This one holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church 
hath several branches, and respecting the branch in our country, it is 
intended now to make some remarks: 

The Journal of the late General Convention, and the appendix con- 
taining the reports from each diocese, and from our three Missionary 
Bishops, and added thereto the report from the Missions in Africa and 
Greece, will supply the chief information as to the condition and pros- 
pects of our branch of the Church of Christ. But there are some par- 
ticulars which are not, or could not well be inserted in that document, 
and some thoughts suggested by it, to which attention is now invited, 
in the humble endeavor to make us more and more thankful to the 
Divine Ruler and Giver of Grace—more and more sensible of our ad- 
vantages as members of this Church, and more and more active, in 
efforts to communicate them to our fellow men in general, and our 
countrymen in particular. Forty years age we had 3 Bishops, we now 
have 31. We have 30 dioceses, 6 large Missionary territoties; 3 in 
our own country, and 3 in foreign lands ; each of which has or will soon 
have, one excepted (Greece) Bishops; and to the late Convention, 
were elected, 240 members. This increase is to be attributed partly 
to accession from Christians of other names. An increase in numbers 
does not necessarily imply that the principles of the Church are main- 
tained and propagated in their integrity, and that there is an increase 
in zeal, in orthodoxy, in conformity to laws and usages—in other words; 
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that there is less diversity in opinion and ceremonial, and greater co- 
operation in measures for the stabiliiy and advancement of the house- 
hold of faith. On these points, some remarks will be offered, and Ist, 
as to zeal. We infer from the publications of our members, and from 
the measures as to missions, that zeal is now more according to knowl!- 
edge—knowledge of Scripture, its truths, precepts, and precedents— 
knowledge of human nature, the susceptibility of youth, the prejudices 
of mature life, the power of parental, fraternal, and friendly influence, 
and knowledge of the true condition, and the relative claims of the un- 
converted. ‘“Godalone seeth the heart.’ Acts may cover sinister 
motives, but charity believeth that there zs an increase of zeal, looking 
at the labors and privations of the Clergy; the co-operation of the 
Laity individually ; by their many publications, large and learned, or 
merely periodical; by their generous gifts and legacies ; by their ser- 
vices in the Sunday school, in the Parish school, in the Church Col- 
lege, and in visiting the sick and the poor, and the orphan and the 
immigrant ; and, collectively, by institutions, (oh that there were more 
of them and better encouraged) for the education of the young— 
for Missions—for circulating the Bible, Prayer Book, and pious 
Tracts, and for the relief of the helpless fellow members of the 
body of Christ. A resolution was adopted by the late Convention, 
recommending an institution for the relief (by alms and by the services 
of lay persons, male and female) of the poor, the sick, the orphan, and 
the immigrant. An institution, substantially the same as that called 
‘the Church Home,” which has been founded in this diocese. But 
let it not be supposed that this zeal is at its height, or its fruits suflici- 
ently abundant. ‘ l*orgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth to those which are before,” let us press on unto the mea- 
sure. of the fullness of Him who has done and borne so much for us. 

Again. Is orthodoxy more prevalent among us? Wethink it is, and 
refer to the doctrine of the Ministry. There are few who hold that 7 
is a mere matter of expediency, who deny that it is a divine institution, 
or that any one of the three orders is so. Who now maintains, that 
though the Ministry be a divine institution, cases of necessity have 
been, and many again may be, which will authorize a self-constituted 
commission, or the people, not to wait events, but to provide a Minis- 
try for themselves? ‘The importance of a. complete Ministry is almost 
universally recognized. Hence we notice all the dioceses and all the 
Missions, (that in Greece alone excepted,) have their own or provi- 
sional Bishops. And the present method is to send forth not the Mis 
sionary Presbyter, or Deacon, but to precede them, the Missionary 
Bishop. 

We refer to another doctrine, the redemption of all mankind. Who 
now denies it? Who endeavors to overule the declaration in the 
Catechism ; the invocation in the Litany ; the petition in the Prayer at 
Holy Communion, and the 31st of the Thirty-nine Articles, by a 
* particular’ redemption, construction of the 17th Article. On the 
contrary, this Article is now interpreted by the many, in perfect con- 
sistency with the whole tenor of Church doctrine, or by the few as 
containing a mystery only seemingly (to our weak minds) contradictory 
to the cardinal doctrine, which they also strenuously maintain of uni- 
versal, not partial redemption. 
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And as to the doctrine, that “we are justified by faith only”—they 
almost all (exceptions are few,) understand, (as the Homily to which 
the very Article refers for elucidation expresses it,) that we are justi- 
fied not by the faith which is alone, but by the faith which implies, is 
inseparable from contrition for sin, and amendment of life—the faith 
which worketh by love to God and man, and is the germ of holiness, of 
justice, of beneficence, and of sobriety or temperance “in all things,” 
Other errdneous opinions, now rejected, might be mentioned, as that 
redemption and salvation are synonymous—that final salvation is un- 
conditional, irrespective of any thing on the part of the sinner. But I 
pass to remark as to the Holy Sacraments, there are none who go be- 
yond the positions, that each Sacrament is ‘“‘a means whereby we re- 
ceive grace, and a pledge to assure us thereof’’—and that in the Lord’s 
Supper, the body and blood of Christ are ‘‘ spiritually taken and re- 
ceived by the faithful’—that in Baptism, man is placed “ in a state of 
salvation.”” They who regard the Sacraments as more efficacious— 
as unconditional— Baptism, as almost inseparable from salvation—the 
material presence of Christ inthe holy Supper—that is the doctrine of 
transubstantiation—such believers have gone, and will, of course, go 
to their proper place, Rome. There have been among us, persons 
who regarded the Sacraments as mere signs of grace, not (as our Arti- 
cles teach) effectual signs, sure witnesses, instruments of grace; they 
regard the Sacraments as merely declarative of great truths, not as 
communicative of divine influences. But these low, these insufficient 
views, are now held by comparatively few. Who now explains away 
that teaching of our Catechism? namely, by Baptism ‘‘ we are made 
the children of grace,” by the Lord’s Supper we have these benefits, 
‘the strengthening and refreshing of our souls.” Should these just 
views of the “ holy mysteries,’ which are equally removed from the 
mere memorial system on the one hand, and the transubstantiation and 
consubstantiation on the other—these doctrines of the one baptism 
for the “ remission of sins,” and of ‘‘ the Communion of Saints—which 
‘may be proved by most certain warrants of Holy Scripture,” be repu- 
diated by any one of our members, he cannot, without uneasiness, re- 
main among us, he will naturally go to his proper place with one of 
the sects. Romanism and Puritanism have gathered, and will gather, 
and are constantly inviting all persons ; the few, it is believed, who go 
beyond, or fall below our standards, those discriminating teachings 
drawn from the Word of God, which we have respecting holy Bap- 
tism, and the Supper of the Lord, in our Creeds, Catechism, Offices, 
Articles and Homilies. 

There is also, it is gratifying to notice, a diminished diversity, an in- 
creased correspondence of views, respecting the obligation to obey 
the laws, that is the Canons and Rubrics, and to conform to the Com- 
mon law, that is, the venerable customs of the Church. There has 
been a time when these usages were thought of slightingly, and spoken 
of sneeringly by some—when that declaration in our 20th Article, “ the 
Church hath power to decree rites and ceremonies,”’ was, if not ques- 
tioned, overlooked, and disobedience was vindicated on the ground of 
expediency, or of the rights of conscience. Seldom are such untenable 
positions now taken. As examples of correct judgment and proper 
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conduct, I refer to the Canon which forbids, on occasions of public 
worship, any individually prepared prayer, any other than prayers 
from the Book of Common Prayer—to the Rubric, which enjoins the 
Ante-Communion on Sundays and other holy days, even if the sermon 
or the Eucharist be omitted, to the “ proper prefaces,” which impli- 
edly require the administration of the Lord’s Supper on the five great 
festivals of the Chureh—to the system of feasts and fasts, which calls 
Minister and people to observe those days and seasons.. And so as to 
our venerable customs or usages, much more generally than hereto- 
fore, | mean in the dioceses generally, our people in the Creed bow 
at the name of Jesus; repeat the Article—*He descended into 
Hell’’—kneel in prayer, stand in praise, (I wish I could add before 
taking and leaving their seat in the holy house,) kneel down in silent 
prayer. In all these returns* to primitive faith and custom, these to- 
kens of increased unity, as to doctrine and worship, of a purpose to 
maintain the principles and practices of the Church, as it was trans- 
planted into our country from our fatherland, there is implied a grow- 
ing preference for the teaching of the Church above that of the indivi- 
dual—of the instruction, which we have in the system and formularies 
ef the Church, above that, which is contained in the discourses and 
publications of ixdividuals—of the teaching in the Prayer Book, above 
that in the sermon—of the lessons from the desk and the chancel, above 
those from the pulpit. In respect to measures, conservative and pro- 
pagative, there is an exception to unity of action or co-operation 
among our membe.s—it is as to providing books and tracts for Sunday 
Schools, and for general distribution. This is greatly to be regretted. 
It is hoped, belieyed, prayed for, that this separation among brethren, 
this case of diverse action will not last. We co-operate as to Mis- 
sions; the General Theological Seminary, and Bible, and Prayer 
Book Societies ; in associations for the relief of widows, orphans, and 
destitute members, and disabled Clergymen. We pray together, and 
preach in rotation, and exchange pulpits for the edification and exten- 
sion of the Church. Why to this unity in faith, in ceremonial, in gene- 
ral action, should there be a marked exception? That it need not be, 
that it should not be—that this division can be remedied—that union 
in this respect, as in all important respects, can be attained, cannot, 
ought not, will not be doubted. 

The great question which threatens our political Union, which has 
severed several Ecclesiastical Unions, has never endangered our pha- 
lanx of peace and strength—never, in the least, arisen in our confede- 
rated Church. Is not this cause for mutual congratulation, and for 
deep gratitude to Him who ordereth the unruly will, and maketh men 
to be one mind, and of one heart. And shall we permit so compara- 
tively small a point, as the choice of this, or that tract or book, to em- 
barrass, to prevent harmony, to divide brethren, so generally united in 
their views and aims? Why might not each one wave his preference 
for this or that book? There are treatises and tracts of such estab- 
lished reputation, as to claim general approval. Is it necessary to have 





* It is not said that all the unity desired has been attained, but that there has been 
nse approach to it, and that existing differences in gpinion and conduct are often to 
attributed to mere sympathy, not to principle. 
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new books and tracts, when the old are sufficient and better? But 
if here, union be found impracticable, let the distribution be entirely 
abandoned of all publications, excepting the Bible and the Book of 
Common Prayer. These will be sufficient to recommend for the clo- 
set—the study, the parlour, the Sunday school, the daily school, the 
college, the general reader, each one being left to select for himself or 
herself, whatever additional he may desire. On this plan, there may 
be inconveniences, but they are not to be named in comparison with 
the separation of brethren, which, smal] at first, may become wider and 
wider, and end in schism, in heresy, in entire alienation, and perpetual 
disunion. 

Having spoken of the increase and the unity of the Church, a few 
remarks will be added, as to its prospects. 

What, under the favor of Providence and grace, without which, it 
cannot be strong or expansive, is to prevent our branch of the Church 
from being more and more orthodox; united, useful to those within 
and without her pale, and approved by men and blessed by God? Let 
us for the cherishing of a pure /azth, diligently search the Hol 
Scriptures, and avail ourselves of the interpretations of the Book of 
Common Prayer; of the Primitive Fathers; of the Homilies, and of 
the prominent Theologians of the Church of England, suchas Patrick, 
Lowth and Whitby, and Hammond, and Wilson of Sodor and Man, 
and William Scott, author of the lifeof Christ; Jones of Nayland, and 
Bishop Horne. Let us cherish our endeavors to be an united house, 
by the recollection of our blessed Lord’s earnest prayer—that his dis- 
ciples might be one ; by the observation of the evils of the ten thou- 
sand sects all around us, resulting to themselves and the community; 
aud by that lesson of Holy Scripture, that the progress of the Gospel 
has been greatly retarded by the divisions of Christians, and its final 
triumph cannot be looked for until there is a greater union among be- 
lievers, both as to faith and practice. May the Lord forward the desi- 
rable consummation, when all the members of the one body of Christ 
shall be one—perfectly joined together in the same feeling, and judg- 
ment, and conduct; having one heart, one mind, one practice ; when 


‘all shall speak the same thing; and there be no divisions among us. 


But, as to the present and the future state of our branch of the 
Church,there is no indication so encouraging as the endeavors (though 
alas, some of them have been sadly disappointed and retarded,) prose- 
cuted with zeal and liberality for instituting schools in which the con- 
science shall be enlightened, and not exclusively the understanding ; in 
which shall be taught the history, the doctrines, and the precepts of the 
Christian religion; and not exclusively the history of a perishing 
world; the ethics of heathenism and the maxims of honor, courtesy, 
and self respect—in which, by the custom of daily prayer, and of read- 
ing, and hearing the Bible, the habit will be formed and cherished, of 
recognizing man’s immortal nature, and final happy or miserable eter- 
nal destination; and not merely the habits of obedience to human 
authority, and of good breeding. Surely Christians will not consent, 
that the pious principles and practices inculcated and acted out at 
home, shall be altogether lost sight of—yea, studiously kept out of 
view, during the many hours passed in the school, or the college— 
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that teachers should no longer assist the parent in the most important 
part of the education of his child—that teaching and training, of those 
most dear to us, should be committed not to pious persons, but to un- 
believers, or to the worldly, or to the civil government, which, in our 
country, is not permitted to teach the faith as we understand it, and to 
use the worship which we so justly prefer—to educational establish- 
ments supported by the public authorities, which, however excellent, 
as it respects the intellectual and the corporeal faculties, the mind and 
the body, bestow little ifany care, on the immortal soul. 

There should be connected with each Parish, (or where it is imprac- 
ticable) with two or more parishes, a Church School, sustained partly 
by the tuition charges, and partly by endowment—in which there 
should be both pay scholars and beneficiaries. May this good work 
be soon commenced and persevered in, and may our covenant God 


give it His direction, and crown it with success, for Jesus Christ, His 
blessed Son’s sake. 





et 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


REPORT OF THE MISSION OF ST. STEPHEN’S CHAPEL. 
To the Bishop of South-Carolina. 


Rt. Rev.and Dear Sir.—I beg leave very respectfully to offer you 
my fourth semi-annual Report, as Missionary at St. Stephen’s Chapel. 
In doing so, | would desire to express my earnest thankfuluess to 
Almighty God for the unusual degree of health and strength vouch- 
safed to me, and the consequent ability to go through a greater amount 
of labor than I have been heretofore able to accomplish. ‘This labor 
was rendered necessary, by the strange and almost universal epidemic 
prevalent during the past summer. Though the cases of this fever, 
which terminated fatally were few, (perhaps none, unless complicated 
with some other disease ;) yet the suffering among the poor was not 
light. ‘The disease was, in many cases, painful and protracted. The 
poor were cut off from their usual employments, and of course depri- 
ved of their whole income. In many instances, the physicians being 
sick, they were destitute of medical attendance; and in some cases the 
whole family being sick, they had neither nurse nor food. It was not 
that there was any want of benevolence among the rich or sympathy 
for each other among the poor, but from the universality of the dis- 
ease, that the sick were often left without attendants. But, in most 
cases, your Missionary was able to procure them such temporary aid, 
as enabled them to bear up, till the disease abated its force. He,mean- 
while, being free from all other duties for some weeks, was able to 
spend nearly the whole of his time in going from house to house, not 
only administering counsel, admonition or consolation, as the spiritual 
state of the patient required, imparting much religious instruction, 
which would not have been so well received at any other time, au@ 
offering up prayers from bedside to bedside ; but where a physician 
could not be had, prescribing also for bodily ailments, and waiting to 
administer the remedies. In these matters, however, he desires to be - 
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clearly understood. He has always made it a principle, not to inter- 
fere, in any way, with the prescriptions of the Faculty, when a phy- 
sician has had the patient in charge. He has always inculcated on 
the poor, the necessity of following their directions with precision and 
care. But where no one has been in attendance, he has thought it the 
part of humanity to offer such simple remedies as the case might seem 
to require, and to accompany them with prayer for the blessing of 
Him, in whose hands are life and health, and all things. In this way, 
he has been able to add greatly to his means of influence for good, 
without trenching at all upon a province which does not belong to 
him. 

He has made in the last six months upwards of one thousand visits. 
Sixteen Baptisms have been performed, (3 adult,) 13 of which have 
been in private on account of illness; 34 Baptisms within the year. 
Three marriages have been solemnized, (8 in the year) and 16 funerals 
(23 in the year.) Divine service has been held twice on every Sunday, 
and generally, once every day in the week, making in all 359 services. 
The holy Communion has been administered twice every month, on 
the second and last Sundays, and several times in private to the sick. 

On account of alms, for the poor, there remained in my hands, at 
the beginning of the year, a balance of $293 624, which was occasion- 
ed by a circular having been issued, calling for aid, and distributed in 
the pews of the larger Churches. This circular had been so hand- 
somely responded to, as to leave mein funds for the earlier part of the 
year. but for this seasonable addition, my purse for the poor would 
have been long ago exhausted. By strict economy in disbursements, 
it has enabled me, with other receipts and special calls upon individu- 
als for cases of peculiar distress to supply all demands to the present 
time, leaving in my hands a balance of $55 20. The whole sum re- 
ceived in the year (including $5 per month from St. Philip’s and dona- 
tions from various individuals, amounting to $124,) has been $433 95. 
The average monthly amount of Communion Alms, received at the 
Chapel has been $17 or $18. There. are from seventeen to twenty 
pensioners on our list, all indigent females, generally widows, with 
helpless children. If we had no other resource, we could give them 
but one dollar per month each. There has been actually expended the 
past year, $40 to $50 per month, and this is quite too little, 

Your Missionary would earnestly appeal to the benevolent in other 
congregations to enable him to continue and increase these benefac- 
tions. Articles of second hand clothing are often as acceptable as mo- 
ney. Of these 268 pieces have been kindly presented to me and dis- 
tributed the past year. Two orphan girls have been supported wholly 
and two boys partly, from subscriptions amounting to about $300. 
The school for girls has been continued in successful operation at an 
expense, in addition to small sums received for tuition, of $200. This 
sum has also been made up by subscription, but would have been de- 
ficient, but for agenerous donation from a lady of $50. 

The collections at the door of the Chapel (in the hands of the Trea- 
surer,) have been sufficient to pay the organist and sexton, and to 
defray all incidental expenses. Nine white persons have been con- 
firmed, and a few others have been added to the Communion. The 
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whole number of Communicants is now 118 whites and 10 colored. — 
Total, 128. 

The Sunday school varies from 60 to 90, with 13 teachers. 

My assistant, the Rev. J. Ward Simmons, wasabsent for three months 
on account of health, and immediately after his return disabled another 
month by the prevailing fever. For the remainder of the time he has 
rendered valuable and efficient services. I have the satisfaction of re- 
porting that the Chapel is generally completely filled on Sundays by an 
orderly and attentive congregation, with very few exceptions, compo- 
sed of persons unable to pay for seats elsewhere. The few of another 
class generally contribute liberally to our charities. 

Commending the Mission to your prayers, and to the continued be- 
nefactions of the benevolent, I remain with great respect and affection 
yours, in the Church of our Lord and Saviour. 

C. WALLACE. 

Charleston, Jan. 3, 1851. 





—<—— 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


REPORT OF THE MISSION OF ST. JOHN’S, HAMPSTEAD. 
To the Bishop of South-Carolina. 


Rt. Rev. and Dear Sir :—The following statement of particulars, 
connected with the Mission of St. John’s Chapel, Hampstead, during 
the last six months, is presented to you and the Board. 

I baptized sixteen, viz: one white adult and five children; one 
colored adult and nine children. Buried twenty-two, eight white 
adults, and five children; one colored adult and eight children. So- 
lemnized eleven marriages, six white and five colored. Confirmed 
by the Bishop, fourteen; at St. John’s Chapel, six white and six co- 
lored, and two white persons in their sick room. The Sunday School 
has been held under a Superintendent and six teachers. The Commu- 
nion has been administered on the third Sunday of every month, and 
on Christmas day. The white children of the congregation have been 
catechized on the second Sunday of each month after service in the 
morning, and the colored after evening service. Divine Service has 
been held at the Chapel twice on every Sunday, Fast day and Christ- 
mas; once on every Saturday, and twothanksgiving days. Catecheti- 
cal instruction has been given by me to colored persons after service on 
Sunday afternoons and on Wednesday evenings, I have held service 
and preached once every week at the Poor House, and made occa- 
sional visits to its hospitals. 


Received from St. Philip’s Communion Alms,_ - - $30 00 
6 « $t. John’s, $6 ‘6 - - 32 29 
From a member of the Church for the poor, - - 35 00 
‘«¢ Shoe Society (through Mrs. Dehon,) for St. John’s poor, 53 00 

« The Bishop fora Clergyman’s widow, - - 20 00 


Your’s, respectfully, 


ALEX’R. W. MARSHALL. 


Charleston, Jan. 13, 1851, 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE REV. ANDREW FOWLER, A. M. 


At the interment of this venerable Minister, the followjng remarks 
were made: 

If in the infancy of our departed brother, there were offered in his 
behalf, (as I doubt not they were in substance,) those petitions of the 
Church: “If it should be Thy pleasure to prolong his days here on 
earth, may he live to Thee, and be an instrument of Thy glory, by 
serving Thee faithfully, and doing good in his generation”—they were 
answered, God alone seeth the heart, but so far as man can judge, he 
lived to God, in His fear and love ; in His worship and service ; in the 
study of truth and duty—in endeavors to hold ¢hat firmly, and to fulfil 
this exactly and fully. 

He was an instrument of God’s glory, for, by his ministry, many 
were added to the people of the Lord; some were prevented from 
turning back to the world, and some were encouraged to be steadfast 
in faith, patient in tribulation, joyful through hope, and abundant in 
charity. 

He ae his God faithfully, I do not say, perfectly, for there is no 
man that sinneth not. But he was faithful to the vows of his baptism 
and ordination, to his allegiance to Ged—faithful in his dealings with 
men, in the various relations of domestic, social, and civil life. 

He did good in his generation—by his services for the Church, and 
for mankind; and by his example as a humble, contented, earnest, 
self-denying, meek, charitable, temperate,and orthodox Christian, and 
as a Clergyman, studious, laborious, forbearing, counting it a high en- 
joyment to bring his fellow men into the fold of Christ; to prevent their 


. wandering from it, and to persuade them to go on unto perfection, and 


to be always abounding in the work of their Lord, and of his Church. 

But my object is not eulogy, it is simply to pay a small tribute to 
the memory of a holy, just and benevolent man, and to endeavor to 
improve the occasion for the benefit of my hearers, and, in particular, 
of my brethren of the Clergy. A brief narrative will suffice. 

The deceased was reared in the ‘‘straitest sect’’ of his native New- 
England. It is understood that to prepare for the Ministry of that de- 
nomination, he was sent to Yale College. 

In its library, several books on the principles and customs of the 
primitive Church attracted and soon jfized his attention. His inquiry 
for such works induced the then President (Stiles) to say to him: those 
are dangerous books. An acquaintance formed at this time with Mi- 
nisters and members of our Church, no doubt assisted our friend in 
his religious investigations. The result was, he united himself to our 
Communion, and while yet a student at the college, was engaged in 
serving some neighboring parishes as a Lay reader. 

Being, in due season, admitted to ‘Holy Orders,’”’ he had the 
charge successively of several congregations in the conterminous dio- 
ceses of New-York, New Jersey, and perhaps Connecticut. Having 
serious doubts as to the validity of Lay Baptism, he received that 
[te Sacrament in our branch of the Church, some time after his or- 

nation. 
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He had the satisfaction of inducing a relative, then advanced in 


years, to seek Baptism in our Church, who it is said expressed a wish 


that it should be inscribed on kis tomb when was born, and also when 
he was “born again,” ‘ born of water and the spirit,” that is, when he 
was baptized, for in those days churchmen did not object to expres- 
sions sanctioned by the “ office for baptism of those of riper years,” 
and by other formularies of our Church. 

It may be truly said of the departed, he was a great Missionary. In 
five or more of our dioceses he officiated four more or less time; but 
the greater part of his ministerial life (that is above forty years,) was 
passed in South-Carolina. He was the first Missionary of uur “ Ad- 
vancement Society,” and the first Missionary of the “ Society for Mis- 
sions of young men and others,” instituted in Charleston; which was 
intended to act out of the diocese, the elder Society being limited 
within the diocese, and which continued until the General Missionary 
Society superseded the occasion for it. 

The Churches now flourishing in Columbia, Camden, Cheraw, St. 
Augustine, (flortda,) and Wadesborough, N. C., were planted by 
him. The old parishes of St. Bartholomews, Edisto Island and Christ 
Church, each of them, for several years, had the benefit of his minis- 
trations. 

The first Sunday Schoolin our city, (or as he preferred to call it, Cate- 
chetical school,) was founded, and for some years superintended by 
him. I should say schools, for there was a department for the co- 
lored people. - : 

The first religious periodical in this State, and one of the first in the 
United States, originated with him, and was continued for some time, 
bearing the name of the ‘‘ Sunday Visitant.”’ 

His publications were many and various, and obviously designed to 
be useful, not to gain reputation, or any other temporal reward, as 
their subjects show, being a Commentory on the Book of Common 
Prayer—an exposition of the Thirty-nine Articles—the Church Les- 
sons—several Catechisms, Hymns for children,, and books of devotion 
for the closet and for schools. If we consider the extent, and the va- 
tiety, and harvest of the field in which this Minister of the Lord labor- 
éd, we cannot hesitate to say, he was a great Missionary, 

In these varied occupations for the health and growth of the Church, 
he labored during a long life. Indeed he did not relax, but at the 
stern demand of infirmity; and even then, his mind and heart were 
much in his favorite employment: the service of Christ and His 
Church. - 

Few more industrious men, physically, mentally, and socially, have 
ever lived. “These hands (he could truly say,) have ministered to my 
necessities,” and “those who were with me.” Into the garden; the 
field; the orchard ; the vineyard and the forest, he went not for re- 
creation, or to gain wealth, but to supply the deficiency of an inade- 
quate salary, for he coveted ‘‘no man’s silver, or gold, or apparel.” 

More contentment, with the allotments of Divine Providence; more 
cheerfulness in narrow circumstances ; more confidence in God, as re- 
spected himself and family ; more meekness in the intercourse with 
men; more resignation in sickness, sightlisness, adversity, bereave- 
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ment, and the last conflict [have not witnessed. I might specify inci- 
dents known to several present. To one only I will advert. 

He had a son, intended for Holy Orders. Much care was bestowed 
and expense (involving serious self-denial,) incurred in his education. 
It was finished with credit at one of our chief colleges. The youth 
was now competent to provide for himself, and was just about to be- 
come a candidate for the Ministry; but he, (at that time the only son,) 
died, It was a trial, met by his aged father in the temper of faithful 
Abraham, and with the resignation of holy Job. On the feast of St. 
Thomas, the holy Communion was administered to our friend, and on 
the Sunday after Christmas, he departed, as we trust, to be ever with 
the Lord, aged 90 years and 7 months. 

Brethren, let us go from this grave, remembering that the longest 
life must have an end on earth. Let us learn that man is to work not 
for himself, not for his family and friends only, but for the glory of 
God, and the welfare of his fellow man—for Christ and his Church, 
and his redeemed. 

Let us recognize, that happiness, in the present life, depends not on 
such circumstances as health, or wealth, or even competence, or dis- 
tinction, so much as on being at peace with God, and man; and that 
usefulness to the souls of men, yea, 2 large measure of it may be 
had, (even if talent and attainment are not of a high order) by those 
whoearnestly desire, constantly strive, and humbly rely on the grace 
of God, to assist them to do good in their day and generation. 

And may this grace ever directing, and controling, and helping, ena- 
ble all of us to be “ followers of them who through faith and patience 
have inherited the promises,” even as they were, of Christ our Lord, 


ee 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ALMS CHEST IN ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH. 


It becomes our pleasant duty to notice an Alms Chest which has 
lately been placed in the vestibule of St. Philip’s Church. Few per- 
sons can have travelled in England without being struck with the con- 
stant recurrence of this box for the reception of the offerings of the 
people, at the doors of the country churches, crowned with some holy 
text, and showing a date which makes it venerable in the eyes of the 
lovers of antiquity. We have seen some as early as the days of Eliza- 
beth, but many more of the time of the first James, and the first and 
second Charles. If alms chests be so useful in England, how much 
more useful among us, who must necessarily collect the greater portion 
of our alms inthis way, the offertory being prohibited among us, ex- 
cept on Sacrament days. 

The alms chest in question is made of English oak, and forms a 
group. An angel, winged and vested, kneels on a pedestal; on which 
is inscribed Faith, Hope, Charity, and on her head supports the box 
for contributions ; above which is ascroll, bearing in emblazoned cha- 
racters the text “ Thy prayers and thine alms, &c..” Ifwe were dis- 
posed to be very critical, we would be inclined to object to the poverty 
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and heaviness of the angels’ robe and to the large dimensions of the 
chest, which seems somewhat to fatigue its celestial bearer. On the 
whole, however, we cannot but give to it a large quantity of praise and 
admiration for its general elegance and truthfulness of design and ex- 
ecution. Beyond all doubt itis the best work of art of the kind in our 
city. We feel that we ought to allude to a difficulty, which, in our 
opinion, the architect has well surmounted, we mean the difficulty of 
making a piece of furniture for a Church of the Grecian or Wrennian 
style, this the designer has happily avoided by his choice of the figure 
of an angel, so well known in Gothic art; but here, acting as a Cary- 
atill, after the Grecian manner, as well as by his general treatment ‘of 
the subject. We cannot conclude without expressing our warm thanks 
for the good example St. Philip’s has set the Diocese, and our fervent 
wishes that her example may be generally followed; and above all, 
that each member of the Church may act upon the rule of whieh alms 
chests are intended to remind him, viz: ‘ Thou shalt Nor appear be- 
fore the Lord thy God Empty.” 

The chest* was designed by Charles Giles, Esq. of Taunton, a rising 
young English architect, and executed by Mr. Davis, wood carver of 
the same place; the entire cost, not including design, was $70. The 
individual who procured it in England retains the design, which he 
will permit to be used by any Church in want of a similar article. 
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The Catholic saved from Popery: being an account of the Reclama- 
tion of one tothe American Church, who had gone to the Romish Com- 
munition. By the Rev. John Alden Spooner, A. M., a Presbyter of the 
“ one Catholic and Apostolic Church.’’—The subject of this pamphlet is 
Mr. Joseph P. Bartlett, a gentleman of English parentage, and nurtur- 
ed in the English Church. He wasa member of Mr. Spooner’s flock, 
at Gien’s Falls, N. Y. After Mr. Spooner had left his cure in 1847, 
the Romish emissaries became very active in their endeavors to seduce 
some of the Churchmen of that place from their faith. When, how- 
ever, Mr. S. returned to visit his former parishioners, he could find 
but two who were reckoned to be “ papistically inclined.” These he 
conversed with freely, and thought that he had satisfied them. But it 
seems that he was mistaken. There was here that want of candor so 
characteristic of a leaning towards Popery. 

We have often noted the demoralizing effect of the very first ap- 
proaches towards Romanism. Mr. Spooner puts the case strongly, 
and seems to base his conviction of the dissembling propensities of 
Romanism on an experience unhappily very considerable. He had 
flattered himself that he had quelled the rising doubts of his wavering 
friend, but he did not then dream that he was a dissembler. 

‘“‘T did not appear to judge correctly of his case. Norcould I. That 
which has affected every individual in the range of my acquaintance 
and observation. the moment of their beginning to yield to popery, 





* Under the direction, and at the chief expense of P. Weston, Esq. of All Saints, 
Waccamaw.—Editors. 
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was upon him—he had become a dissembler. He kept back from 
me not only the dissatisfaction he felt towards the Church, but also the 
favor he felt towards popery. You may yourself have noticed this 
first influence of popery upon its votaries; to me, you are aware, it 
has been presented in apostacies from among intimate friends, and 
from my circle of relations. And I aver, that in each case, I was mor- 
tified as well as shocked by the before unknown, but then manifest 
fixed disposition to deceive. The next thing that Mr. Spooner 
heard from Glen’s Falls was, that Mr. Bartlett had actually been 
re-baptized and received into the Romish Communion. Mr. Spooner 
then addressed him a letter, in which, without assailing Rome, 
he undertook to show that :the English Church has been from the 
first a real and distinct branch.of God’s Catholic Church; “a branch 
apostolic, and so from the first, independent; a branch safe for the 
soul, and in every respect reliable, if historical testimony can prove, 
to an inquiring mind, that anything on the earth is safe and reliable ; 
and from which, moreover, no one can separate himself without in- 
evitable peril to his soul.” 

The letter is clear and satisfactory on the historic and independent 
existence of the British Church, and the points at issue between that 
and the Church of Rome. The result was, that by means of this letter 
and subsequent conferences, the wanderer was reclaimed, and after 
making a public recantation of his error, was again admitted into the 
fold from which he had strayed. It is altogether an able and interest- 
ing pamphlet, and cannot fail of doing good.— Calendar. 

St. Mary’s Hall: Catalogue and Prospectus. Winter Term 1849- 
’50.—This well-conceived, well-governed, and justly and largely favor- 
ed institution has now been in successful operation for, we believe, 
about thirteen years. To what institution, out of our own State, 
could we, with equal confidence, invite the attention of parents. The 
temper of the founder and rulers of this school are well set forth in 
these extracts :—‘“‘ Leave them to themselves, unbaptized, unconfirm- 
ed, unfed, at the dear Board, which Jesus set, to do the way of their 
wild will; and ripen, in their souls, the seed of that old curse, which 
fell upon our nature in the fall: and briars and brambles, bound in 
bundles for the burning, and ruins, in which owls hoot, and bats whirl, 
and snakes crawl, and toads squat, will be transcendent beauties, and 
ineffable delights in the comparison.” 

“That our sons may grow up as the young plants, and that our 
daughters may be asthe polished corners of thetemple.” There is a 
beauty in these images of the enraptured Poet-king, far beyond that 
which merely meets the eye. There is a moral, there is a spiritual, 
there is an immortal, beauty. These are not plants of earth; to fade 
in autumn, and to die in winter. They are “trees of righteousness, 
the planting of the Lord.” “ Planted together with Him, in the like- 
ness of His death,” they ‘‘shall be, also, in the likeness of His resur- 
rection.” Transplanted, for a time, to the green pastures, and still 
waters of His Paradise, their everlasting place shall be by that “ pure 
river of water of life, clear as crystal, which proceedeth out of the 
throne of God, and of the Lamb.” Nor, are these ‘‘ corner stones,” 
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however “polished,” of ‘temples, made with hands,” that wicked 
men may overthrow, and desecrate, and leave no stone upon another, 
and sow their very place with salt. But they are “living stones,’ 
hewn from a living rock, the Rock of everlasting ages. They are built 
by spiritual hands, a spiritul house. They stand on Him, who is the 
precious Corner-stone. They live, and grow in Him, and shall for- 
ever live, and grow in Him; atemple of the Lord, an habitation, 
through the Spirit, of the only and immortal God.” 

The Church Review well remarks :—‘ While most among us are 
dreammg about “ Christian nurture,” and quietly building castles in 
the air, Bishop Doane is awake, and hard at work. There is an earn- 
estness of zeal, a fearlessness of determination, a disregard of popu- 
lar whims, a comprehensiveness of plan, a straight forward, undegvi- 
ating, fidelity of execution, in the Bishop’s purpose, which, with God’s 
blessing, will not be in vain.” . ° ° 9 ” 

“Bishop Doane has gone to work upon the theory, that, what is 
worth doing at all, is worth doing well: and this thoroughness he car- 
ries into all the little details which make up the routine of College and 
Academic life. He overlooks nothing : systematizes every thing; puts 
the machine in motion; and makes every thing and every body move 
on,in harmony. We have no doubt of the entire success of Burling- 
ton College. We can bear witness to converts to the Bishop’s 
scheme; and this warm confidence, based upon the intuition, that he 
has hit upon the true, and only true, theory of education.” 


et III Oe OD III I cm 
SAibiWCwLOin Ss 


THE VISIBLE CHURCH. 


Extract from ‘ The True Catholic.’—“ All men are striving and 
strugeling for money; which is of no other use, after the daily food 
and necessary raiment which we are promised, are provided, than to 
purchase sensual enjoyments; or those, which depending on the less 
gross senses of sight and hearing we are not accustomed to call sen- 
sual, and which the Apostle, therefore, separates from the lusts of the 
flesh, into the class of lusts of the eye; or those which rest on the 
opinion of others. These classes seem to include all the real uses of 
money, and all the natural motives to its acquisition. The sordid love 
of money, for its own sake, of the mere miser, seems to be an excep- 
tion ; butonly seems. For where that feeling is not a mode of mad- 
ness, as we believe it often is, or, what is muth the same, a mere habi- 
tual course of conduct, with as little reference to any intelligible object 
as the conduct of that European bird which delights to fill its nest 
with glittering metals which it cannot use, it is only a modification of 
the pride of life. The would-be rich man seeks, not merely wealth, 
but the consideration and attention which wealth attracts, or perhaps, 
with a yet more refined pride of life, only the consciousness that he 
could command that homage if he would. 

The world then, and the proposition was never more true than at 
present, is engaged in the accumulation of money. Thatis, its serious 
business. Its recreationis to enjoy the gratifications which it can af- 
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fordto “the lusts of the flesh, the lusts of the eye, and the pride of 
life.” The pursuitis an all-absorbing one, and leaves no time for any 
thought of the other world. Our blessed Lord saw all this, when He 
said, “ye cannot serve God and Mammon.” The service of the god 
of this world, riches, Mammon, is called industry, enterprise, honor- 
able ambition. Every man who engages in it, is expected to engage in 
it with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his mind, and 
with all his strength. One great evil which attends this state of things, 
is, that very few can avoid being carried entirely away. The rich are 
engaged in the struggle. They are determined to be richer ; they 
must be richer. They have the power of being so; they have splendid 
opportunities before them of accumulating boundless wealth, of col- 
lecting every thing which can gratify the lusts of the flesh, or the lust 
oftheeye. They can enjoy the pride of life, and every day they have 
the power of enjoying it more. These are strong temptations ; but 
they are not all; they cannot stop; they have a character to maintain, 
for industry, enterprise and honorable ambition. This character is 
part of the pride of life, which they enjoy. Were they to admit that 
they were satisfied, that they had enough, they would forfeit that cha- 
racter. They would be lazy, unenterprising, unambitious. They 
must, therefore, go on. Besides, they have learned to delight in the 
pursuit, and they must follow it; as the sportsman assembles a crowd 
of men, dogs and horses, and occupies therm for hours, in the pursuit 
of a poor animal of no use or value when he is killed, and the only ra- 
tional object of killing which, is to put a stop to his depredations upon 
the poultry yard; an object which might be attained as effectually, 
and much more cheaply, by running him from his lair with a single 
dog, and shooting him. But the man who would do this, would be re- 
garded as an enemy, by him who takes the more wasteful mode of at- 
taining the same object; becausehe spoilt his sport. Both the fox- 
hunter and the money-hunter seek the gratification of the chase. Nor 
have we yet mentioned all the causes by which the rich man is com- 
pelled to be richer. The most lamentable is behind. He has unfitted 
himself for any other occupation. He has lost, or rather destroyed in 
himself, all taste, nay, all capacity, for religious occupation, for intel- 
lectual occupation, for any occupation but that of heaping up riches ; 
concerning which, as the wise man says, he cannot tell who shall enjoy 
them; although he generally can tell who shall not enjoy them, name- 
ly, himself. 

Now let us turn to the poor man. He must be continually occu- 
pied in the work of Mammon; because he is the rich man’s slave. He 
may be as free as the boasted freedom of American institutions can 
make him; but still he is the rich man’s slave. He may not be the 
slave of any individual rich man; but heis the slave ofa class. Unless 
his conduct is such as to satisfy that class, he cannot live. He must 
have the virtues which are regarded as cardinal in the Church of Mam- 
mon. He must have industry, enterprise and honorable ambition ; at 
least he must act and live as if he had. If hedo not, no one will em- 
ploy him, and he and his family may starve. He feels and understands 
this; he plunges into the mad career; he ceases to be poor and be- 
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comes rich ; and then, he is in the position of the rich man, whose con- 
dition we nave just described. 

It follows that there are very few persons who are in a condition of 
life in which they can ‘use the world as not abusing it;’’ that is, use 
this world without forgetting the other. It is among these few that the 
Church has the most reasonable hope of finding those converts who 
may be brought to become as little children, that they may enter into 
the kingdom ofheaven. Nothing in truth can be less like to the cha- 
racter and spirit of little children, than the character and spirit of mo- 
ney-getters. They will not be offended to be told so, for to them, the 
distinction between childlike and childish, is unknown. But itis among 
the few who are not involved in the headlong chase of money, that the 
Church is to look for those whom she may guide toheaven. They are 
few, and surrounded with temptation ; and that they may even remain 
in the condition in which they are, and not be carried after the crowd, 
which is thronging the broad way which leadeth to destruction, they 
require the aid ofthe Church. That aid she can give, through her pro- 
test against the world in her public and corporate action... ..We sup- 
port our Clergy, in different localities, in two modes, by subscriptions 
and by pew-rents. The first is the most convenient mode of seculari- 
zing Clergymen, by starving them into compliance with the wishes of 
their subscribers. It is in its best form, an experiment to try at how 
little an expense of lay money, and, consequently, at how great an ex- 
pense of clerical comfort the Church may be maintained in a particu- 
lar parish, so that the parishioners may be decently married and buried, 
and have their children baptized, and hear a sermon on fine Sundays. 
The pew system does not answer these purposes quite as well; but it 
turns God’s house into private property, divides it into little pens, and 
converts the congregation into a joint stock company, trading in preach- 
ing and pews. The Clergyman, whatsoever else he may be, must be 
a popular preacher, or he will not be elected. When he is once elect- 
ed, to the credit of our people be it said, he is, in this part of the 
country at least, seldom dismissed. He must, however, please the 
people, or the pews will not be in demand; and it may happen that 
his salary may fall into arrear, because the pews are not sold or ren- 
ted. Now, itis due to our people also to say, that they will endure a 
certain and very considerable amount of plain speaking upon certain 
conditions. It must not be said in an alarming way; the truth need 
notbe disguised, but it must be diluted: so that they may disguise it 
from themselves. They have no objection to the Clergyman’s preach- 
ing a sermon against the theatre, or worldly amusements in general, 
for that they look upon as his duty; but then it must not be such an 
one as fixes itself in their memories, and would trouble their consci- 
ences if they chose to go to the theatre, or a ball on Monday night. 
So in other matters; the doctrine may be what the Clergyman plea- 
ses; but it must be diluted and spread over words, so as to neutralize 
its effect. 

Again; should our English brethren think of giving the Laity a di- 
rect voice in the government of their Church, in which they would do 
wisely, it would be necessary for them to take care of what sort of 
Laymen they intrusted it to. Our Laity are, unquestionably, of great 
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use in our Conventions; they would beof much more, if those who sit 
there were more imbued with the spirit of the Church, and less with 
thatof the world. But it is not in the Conventions that the evils of 
Lay influence are most severely felt. It isin the parishes, and by the 
means which we have suggested, that the ungodly portion of the Laity 
assert their power to misgovern the Church. 

The remedy for all these evils is obvious, but not easy. It is that 
the unsecular portion of the Laity should undertake to support the 
Church, and in conjunction with the Clergy, thus emancipated from 
the tyranny of worldly men, to govern it, in the fear and under the an- 
thority of its Divine and Ever present Head. The difficulty is, that 
these men are few and poor, and when they look at the number of the 
Clergy, and at the still greater number which the needs of the Church 
require, they are apt to think that all that they can give will not be 
sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a little. Now, 
these men cannot be made rich without changing their character; but 
their numbers and their faith must be increased, and they must be 
taught to act upon principles, which have scarcely been heard of in the 
Church for the last sixteen hundred years. 

This cannot be done in a day, nor in a year, and to do it, the Church 
and the Clergy, and the Laity too, sc far as they are worthy to co-ope- 
rate, must direct their attention to bringing about that state of things. 
Self-denial, the denial to ourselves of the luxuries of life, and still har- 
der, of the hope of wealth, must be the lot of all Churchmen who are 
worthy of the name. We must remember that we have renounced 


“the vain pomp and glory of the world, with all covetous desires of 
the same.” 


we re a nore 


POW WIRY s 


POR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


TO A NEW MARRIED PAIR, 


To please each other, this your only strife. 
In blissful Eden lived one happy pair ; 
Adam save Eve, knew no other fair ; 
With her, he walked the enchanted gardeu round, 
Liv’d but for her,—in her a helpmeet found. 
No love like his, no love like her’s they knew; 
The rising thought in both together grew. 
Such be your lives,—and innocent as theirs, 
Exempt from sorrow, need, sickness, cares ; 
No wily tempter tread your path thro’ life ; 
And one unclouded sun—set—on man and wife. 


—_—e-o-0—_—_ 


GENTLENESS. 


BY MRS. HEMANS. 
If thou hast crush’d a flower, 

The root may not be blighted; 
If thou hast quenched a lamp, 

Once more it may be lighted ; 
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But on thy heart or on thy lute, 
The string which thou hast broken, 
Shall never in sweet sound again 
Give to thy touch a token! 


If thou hast loosed a bird, 
Whose voice of song could cheer thee; 
Still, still, he may be won 
From the skies to warble near thee : 
But if upon the troubled sea 
Thou hast thrown a gem unheeded, 
Hope not that the wind or wave shall bring 
The treasure back when needed. 


If thou hast bruised a vine, 
The sammer’s breath is healing, 
And its cluster yet may glow 
Thro’ the leaves their bloom revealing. 
But if thou hast a cup o’erthrowu 
With a bright draught filled—O, never 
Shall the earth give back that lavished wealth 
To cool thy parched lips’ fever! 


The heart is like that cup. 

If thou waste the love it bore thee, 
And like that jewel gone, 

Which the deep will not restore thee; 
And like that string of harp or lute 

Whence the sweet sonnd is scattered— 
Gently, O, gently touch the cords, 

So soon for ever shattered ! 
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Monthly Missionary Lecture—That for January, was by the Rey. A: 
Marshall—the Bishop being absent at Key West, the paper as to the 
state of the Church Missions was not read. Amount collected $1 62. 


St. Paul’s Church, Key West.—This isa simply beautiful edifice, 
lately erected, after the Gothic order, of wooden material, the planks 
being placed perpendicularly; its length is 70, breadth 30, and height 
about 18; surmounted by a tower of about 15 feet above the roof— 
The seats are open for all, the support of the officers being by contri- 
bution. The windows are of stained glass, the altar is suitably eleva- 
ted, and the reading desk and pulpit very appropriate. There isa 
gallery and sittings in the nave, provided for the colored people. The 
Church is supposed capable of accommodating about 350 persons, and 
cost about $4000. The ‘ Sentence of Consecration” was in substance 


as follows: 
Sentence of Consecration —— Whereas the Island of Key West was 


visited in the year of our Lord 1832, by the Rev. Mr. Brunot, and at 


his suggestion, measures were taken to organize a Parish: 
And whereas, in the year 1833, the Parish, under the name of St. 


Paul’s, was incorporated by the Legislative council of the te1ritory of 
Florida, and in the same year Wardens and Vestry were elected: 
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And whereas, the Rev. Mr. Brunot was succeeded by the Rey. Mr. 
Bennett, a Missionary of “the Domestic and Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety of the P. E. Church in the U.S. of America,’ who made the 
first effort for the erection of a house of worship, which was carried 
into effect, by his successor, the Rev. Mr. Dyce, also a Missionary of 
the above named useful Society, whose successors were the Rey. A. 
Ford, and the Rev. J. H. Hanson: 

And whereas, the Church, which had been erected at considerable 
cost, (about $7000) by the contributions of pious and benevolent indi- 
viduals residing in and out of the territory of Florida, was destroyed, 
by the hurricane in the year 1846: 

And whereas, in the same year, the Rev. C. C. Adams, also a Mis- 
sionary of the Society named, was elected Rector of this Parish, and 
mainly by his efforts, (in the Diocese of Florida, and in other Dioceses, 
which he visited to obtain the contributions of the faithful and charita- 
ble* for the holy purpose,) the building in which we are now assembled, 
so creditable to the taste and skill of the architect ; so gratifying to the 
eye of the beholder, and so convenient and suitable for its solemn pur- 
poses, has been nearly completed and furnished : 

And whereas, for the consecration of the same, the Diocese of Flo- 
rida being at present without a Bishop, application by the proper au- 
thority was made to the Bishop of South-Carolina, which solemnity he 
has fulfilled, being assisted by the Rector, and by the Rev. T. J. 
Young, a Presbyter of the Diocese of South-Carolina. 

Now, therefore, be it known, to all concerned, that after the date of 
this ‘“‘ Sentence of Consecration,” this house, under the name of ‘ St. 
Paul’s Church,” is set apart from all secular uses whatever, and is ex- 
clusively appropriated to these purposes of our holy religion, to-wit: 
for prayer to God, the Father, through God the Son, by the aid of God 
the Holy Ghost—the “ holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three per- 
sons, but one God;” and for “ the administration of the Sacraments 
and other rites and ceremonies of the Church,” and also for emstruction 
in the truths and precepts of the Gospel of Christ, by the reading of 
the Word of God, by “the Catechism,” and other formularies of the 
Church, and by the sermons and lectures of the Ministers of the same, in 
conformity to the Rubrics, Constitution, Canons, and usages of ‘‘ The 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America.” 

Signed, at the city of Key West, in the Diocese of Florida, on the 
4th day of January, in the year of our Lord 1851. 

CHRISTOPHER EK. GADSDEN, 
Bishop of the Diocese of South-Carolina.”’ 

Visit to Key West.—Besides the Consecration of the Church, Con- 
firmation was administered on three occasions to 38 persons; the 
Lord’s Supper to 37 persons; two sermons by Rev. Mr. Young; a 
sermon and an address and lecture on Confirmation, by the Bishop ; 
Daily Service on five days. The Clergy were highly gratified by the 
Christian welcome and attentions of their Clerical brother and his 
worthy parishioners, and the interest manifested by the worshippers, 
the hearers of the Word, and the partakers of “the laying on of 
hands,” and of the Holy Communion. When the Apostle and his com- 





* An Insurance Company contributed. 
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pany departed from Melita, the Islanders laded them “ with such 
things as were necessary.” They at this island followed, if they did 
not go beyond the precedent. 

Missions of the Church. Diocesan.—The Missionary at Orange- 
burgh has made twelve visits, and it is understood was welcomed, and 
his public ministrations well attended. Some desire has been expressed 
to erect a Church. The Missionary at Ridgeville and Clinton has 
held repeated services, both in the day and at night. Some children 
have been baptized, but the worshippers have been few. The few 
families connected with our Church in those places, are gratified by 
the opportunity of public worship in the manner to which they have 
been accustomed, and instruction in Christian truth and duty, accord- 
ing to their profession. Barnwell C. H. has been visited by several 
of our Clergy, some statedly, and others occasionally. The prospect 
of erecting a Church there is thought to be encouraging. Several sub- 
scribers for it, and an appropriate plan have been obtained. 

Domestic.—Georgia. St. Mary’s.—* lf good attendance on my min- 
istrations is any evidence of success, I have some cause for encourage- 
ment. There is not a single service of our Church at which I do not 
have regular visitors from the other religious denominations in town.” 

Tennessee. Covington.—‘“ I think I may safely say, the parish is in 
a prosperous condition. It has had tostruggle so hard to maintain its 
own ground, that I could not eall upon it to make an offering for the 
Society, but I wish you to take two dollars from the little salary you 
owe me, and credit it to St. Matthew’s Parish.”’ 

Ohio. Dresden.—“ All properly connected with the parish are now 
Communicants, so that there is no immediate prospect of growth, ex- 
cept it be in those virtues which adorn the Christian character, and in 
which, I am happy to add, there is encouraging manifestation.” 

Indiana. Bristol—*My congregation now begins to assume its 
wonted appearance—in which, as usual, are often seen members of the 
different denominations by which we are surrounded, sitting as atten- 
tive listeners; and although I have never ceased to set forward the 
peculiar claims of the Church, some of them frequently kneel before 
our altar to partake, at our hands, of the sacred emblems of Christ’s 
body and blood.” ' 

Foreign. Africa.—Rev. Mr. Rambo writes :—“ Some of our young 
Christians are becoming very active in behalf of their poor countrymen 
who are perishing in their sins, and not only pray and contribute their 
mite, (about eight dollars, American currency, during the last six 
months,) but also speak to their heathen friends and relatives about 
the salvation of their souls; and strive to get them to keep the Sab- 


bath, and to attend the Chapel. Some, at least, are trying to ‘‘do 


what they can” at this station, towards hastening the Redemer’s king- 
dom. Not only are these meetings held here, and at Cavalla, for the 
benefit of heathen converts, but also in the colony. The members of 
the Church there are about to commence raising contributions to build 
aneat and commodious native chapel, for the 1,500 or 2000 heathen 
at Cape Palmas.’’....‘ During Lent, we Missionaries have agreed 
together to make the conversion of this (the Grebo) tribe, the object 
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of our special prayers and labors. This, indeed, as we trust, has 
been, and ever shall be, our aim, yet we can, for a short period, make 
such efforts as could not be continued for a long time. We shall each 
~endeavor to preach, in all the thirty villages in this tribe, at least once ; 
and in some, several times.’’....‘* When at Taboo, “ Musu’s” father, 
the headman of the town, pleaded very earnestly that we would send 
them a Missionary; the morning I left, though it was but little after 
sun-rise, he, with his headman, came again expressly to urge his suit. 
‘* We want our children to be taught; we want to hear God’s Word. 
Once Mr. Minor came, he is gone; Mr. Hening came, and he left us; 
now we have nonetoteach us,” I could only reply that our laborers 
were few; and I would make known their request, and hoped that 
God would put it into the heart of some of his servants to come over 

and teach them.” 
2 China.— Inthe New Testament, our Baptist friends withheld their 
co-operation; now they seem disposed to take part in the work... -. 
J o'sigita In the newly constituted Committee of Delegates there is not 
likely to be any trouble about the rendering of Elohim and Theos ;— 
this station, which has been the stronghold of opposition to the use of 
Shin, will vote in favor of that term, and it is believed that all the other 
stations (with one exception, perhaps) will do likewise. So there is 
some prospect of rest from our troubles on this point. It is intended 
that as each book passes out of the hands of the revisers, a copy of it 
shall be sent to each of the stations, for the benefit of the suggestions 
which its perusal by the brethren there may give rise; these sugges- 
: tions will be attended to by the delegates in their final review. Past 
| experience indicates that this will be the best plan, both for expedi- 
ting the work, and taking advantage of the services of the absent; to 
say nothing of the greater confidence with which such a great work 
can be recommended to the Bible Societies for publication, by those 
who will thus have the opportunity of forming a judgment on its me- 
rits. The Bishop baptized six persons this morning, March 3lst, in 
the School Chapel. I had instructed the teacher of my day schooi to 
bring down all the elder boys to witness the service. He did so; but 
that was not all. After my service at the Church, who should come 
| knocking at the door of my vestry but this very teacher himself, and 
: what should his errand be, but to say that he might be admitted as a can- 
: didate for baptism. I had long believed that his mind was ill at ease, 
and was therefore less surprised than delighted; it would seem that 
his friend Koo’s coming forward had emboldened him, and hence that 
over which I am rejoicing. In the afternoon I returned to the School 
Chapel, that I might administer the Communion, the Bishop being 
too much exhausted. The blind man, Too keung, approached the 

Lord’s Table for the first time.”’ 

Of Labrador, (the seat ofa mission from England,) we read: ‘“ The 
surface consisting chiefly of rocks, on which nothing but mosses and 
lichens would grow; the soil, in a few narrow valleys, merely an im- 
perfect peat-earth, which gave nourishment to dwarf birch-trees, wil- 
lows and larches,” which reminded us of the island of Key West.— 
* The services were celebrated both morning and afternoon, in a store 
kindly provided and furnished for the occasion. There are fishing es- 
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tablishments in both these places during the summer, and several hun- 
dred “ come and return every year. The Holy Sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper was celebrated in the morning, and a few persons 
seemed very glad of the opportunity of partaking of this seasonable 
and holy refreshment. J must not omit to mention, that every possible 
assistance was given, and attention shown by Meanie D. Quetteville’s 
agent, with a promise to repeat the same on every occasion of the Mis- 
sionaries visits. Blanc Sablon and Forteau are not ten miles apart; 
and it ishoped that a few may attend the services at Forteau from the 
former place, though unhappily the work is so laborious and incessant 
during the fishing season, that scarcely can one man ever leave his 
post. A large burying place at Blanc Sablon significantly showed the 
need of religious instructions and ministrations. I did not consider it 
right to consecrate the ground, as there was no fence and no opportu- 
nity of preparing one during my stay.” 

A settler in Canada expresses,his gratitude for a Missionary in this 
glowing manner :—‘‘ Compare our present privilege with the state of 
things that existed twenty years ago (for I am so long asettler in this 
township.) To begin with the latter period, we might be said to be 
hardly one remove from the native Indian. The Sabbath was then 
very often spent in travelling the wild woods in small parties, armed 
with an axe or gun, in search of some amusement; while the Sabbath 
was equally profaned by those who staid athome. None of the ordi- 
nances of religion were then on the ten following years within the 
bounds of this township, except occasional visits of some of the Metho- 
dist preachers and other dissenters. What gratitude is due by the 
people of Kilkenny to Almighty God, and under Him to your hawk 
ship, as well as to the blessed Society for the Propagation of the Gos- 
pel, who sent and supports Mr. Lockhart to’be our Minister! No 
words of mine can sufficiently describe the improvement that already 
appears. Could the Society abovementioned see the same people I 
once have seen some twenty years ago,—see them now “ clothed and 
in their right minds, sitting” with becoming attention under the servi- 
ces of our beloved Pastor, ‘Tam of opinion it would be singularly grati- 
fying to men so benevolent ; and I mention this, knowing that your 
Lordship will rejoice to hear that this wilderness is beginning to blos- 
som, and likely to bear fruit to eternal life.” 

The amount reported for Domestic Missions, is $2,861. From South 
Carolina, $91; fer Foreign, $981. From South-Carolina, $48. 

Church School—At Turvey, Mr. Richmond had been accustomed to 
assemble the children of the parish in a room taken out of a barn ad- 
joining the Rectory, but which was too small to accommodate the num- 
bers that attended. Hitherto the instruction had been confined to the ~ 
Sabbath-day. Mr. R. felt anxious to afford the children the additional 
advantage of week-day lessons in reading, writing, and arithmetic, on 
the National plan. With this view he determined to erect a school- 
house; a piece of ground in the centre of the village was given for the 
purpose, by John “Higgins, Esq., and the object was ultimately ac- 
complished by the aid of the National Society, and the contributions 
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of numerous friends. We here insert a letter on this subject, written 
by Mr. Richmond to Thomas Pellatt, Esq. 

My dear Friend,—lIt is common in this vicinity, when any person is 
subject to epileptic fits, that they go about from house to house, beg- 
ging for a piece of silver money at each. When they have obtained 
as many sixpences and shillings (the more, they apprehend, the better,) 
they get them all melted dowu into one amalgamated ring: this charm 
they wear, and they fancy it cures their fits. This may or may not be 
wise ; but I have also my sort of fit, and that is, the building and car- 
rying on a pastoral school, under my own care and labor, for ail the 
poor children of my parish, without exception: and local resources be- 
ing inadequate, I beg about for precious metal, to be amalgamated into 
a ring of personal friendship and general benevolence, for the support 
of my school: not that I expect tobe cured myself of my fit of anxiety 
for the poor’s sake, but that I do hope for the cure of much sin and ig- 
norance in their hearts, lives, and houses, through God’s blessing on 
this union of charitable aid. 

Having said thus much, do you feel it right to give my poor children 
either a , Sacre Pai or annual subscription, or both, or neither? Your 
name is already incorporated, not only’ with my heart, but with m 
child. It would gratify me to record it in my parochial book also. 
But be assured, that if you refuse me (and pray do so without reserve, 
if you see good reason for it,) I shall ascribe your non-compliance solely 
to the purest motives. My school, both in its erection and continuance, 
is, and will be, a monument of personal esteem to me, and of charity 
to all poorchildren. Your faithful friend, 

L. Ricumonp. 


Rationalism.—Not long since, a sermon was preached before the 
officers and students of a New England College, in which the preacher 
labored to prove that the Old Testament was of no account, except so 
far as its teachings were reiterated inthe New Testament, or were ap- 
proved by an enlightened conscience! But why all this elaborate ef- 
fort to undermine the authority of the Old Testament? For this rea- 
son: the preacher was a violent abolitionist, and he believed that the 
Old Testament favored the institution of slavery: hence it must be got 
rid of at allhazards. Thus do we every day find men who are ready 
to reject either a part or a whole of the Bible, if it runs counter to their 
preconceived notions. This might indeed be called passz onism, rather 
than rationalism. 


Comparative Views.—At a Bible Society Meeting in New York, Dr. 
Kennedy of Albany, a Presbyterian brother, is reported to have 
preached, in the Annual Sermon thus,—“ Open the Bible, and the ban- 
ner of hope is seen streaming forth with an inviting smile, to welcome 
you to its embrace. Its design and tendency is, therefore, to advance 
the happiness of man, and to console him with the hope of increased 
happiness hereafter. It is the property of man as such, and a rich in- 
heritance to the universal family of the world, and can never be des- 
troyed. Let us seek, therefore, to circulate the Bible in its purity 
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and truth, that those “who run may read” and understand. God, 
magnify in us the excellence of its inheritance.” 

The Rev. Dr. Murray, another Presbyterian brother, is reported to 
have preached before a Missionary Meeting, in the first Presbyterian 
Church in New York, in these terms,—‘ The Ministry of the Church 
were the instruments designed by God for the purpose of advancing the 
religion of Christ. It was not the Bible or the circulation of the sacred 
book, but it was through the Ministry and they were bound to promote 
religion by the aid of proper Missionaries through the world. What 
was to become of this country without the Gospel? The “ Far West ;” 
the Mississippi—every part of the vast continent should have Mission- 
aries to advance and promote the light of the Gospel. The responsi- 
bility rssted upon all the Ministry and all the Churches to aid in such 
a cause.”’ 

The doctrine of the Episcopal Church is, 

1, That that the giving of Bibles will not, of ztself convert and ame- 
liorate and save communities or individuals—and, 

2. That the mere sending forth of preachers will not, of ztself con- 
vert and ameliorate and save mankind :— 

But, that the agent for this great work is “ The Spirit of God,” and 
that His earthly instrument is not the Bdle alone, nor the preachers 
alone—but ‘* The Church of the Living God’ faithfully employing the 
Word, the Ministry, the Sacraments, divinely appointed as its subor- 
dinate agencies in enlightening, puryfying, and saving mankind, whe- 
ther individually or collectively. 

In these days it may be well to exhibit, in brief statements, the com- 
parative views of those without the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
contrast with her own system, that our own people may understand 
the difference. Thus writes the Rev. W. D. Wilson, an Episcopal 
Clergyman, in his “ Manual,” page 221.—‘‘ The Church stands forth 
in the world to make known the wisdom of God, to proclaim the Gos- 
pel to every creature, to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered 
to the saints, until we all come inthe unity of the Faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God unto perfect men, unto the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ.””-— Utica Gospel Messenger. 


Public Prayer.—With respect to the weekly prayers on Wednes- 
days and Fridays, I would not willingly, in any case, sanction their 
discontinuance, thinly as they are now attended ; but it may be doubt- 
ed, whether it might not in some cases be worth trying the experiment, 
of substituting for them early prayers or meetings. This practice, 
which was once general, is still retained in some of our Catheural 
Churches, where these early services are attended by a considerable 
number of persons. For my own part, I should be very glad to see 
the experiment tried, not on Wednesdays and Fridays only, but on 
every day except Sunday, agreeably to the practice of the early 
Church, and of our own in its better ages.— Bishop Bloomfield. 
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OBUINMUVARY WOTrTLCHS. 


Departed this life, on the 29th of December, in the 91st year of his age, the Rev. 
Anprew Fow ter, A. M. Ina former page, a notice of the character snl services of 
this venerable and justly venerated Clergyman is inserted. 

Died, at Savannah, on the Ist January, aged 48 years on the Christmas day just past, 
the Rev. Epwarp Nevrvitir. The deceased was a native of the city of Washington, 
and was first installed as Rector of the Episcopal Church in Prince Williams’s Parish, 
S. C., from which place he was called to the Rectorship of Christ Church, in Savannah, 
soon after the death of the Rev. Mr. Carter. During a period of twenty-three years, he 
has performed the pastoral duties of thisChurch. Few men, perhaps, have lived,who 
have better illustrated the life of a sincere and devoted Christian than the Rev. Dr. 
Neufville. He preached to the affections of his people rather than to their fears. He 
was indulgent in his judgments, mild and friendly in his reproofs, careful of the reputa- 
tion of others, spotless and beyond all reproach in his own—firm in his decisions when 
once they were maturely formed, but gentle and just in their execution—cheerful and 
joyous in his habitual mood—as far removed as possible from ascetic gloom and from 
proneness to rash extremes. His sportive sallies, his prompt and kind recognition of 
all—even of the most humble—his animated repartee will long be remembered with 
pleasure. Had he repressed those ebullitions of mirth and humor under an air of mo- 
nastic severity, he would have done violence to a nature ever welling forth like some 
beneficent fountain, with all that was bright, sparkling, pure and refreshing. His in- 
tellect was clear, his heart sincere, his charity bound!ess in every sense. He presented, 
in short, the elements of a character so nicely adjusted and balanced, that one might 
well pause in the task of criticism, lest any change or modificaton should impair the 
harmony of the whole. Such benign and elevated qualities made him the confidant of 
the erring, the comforter of the sick and afflicted, the pride of hosts of friends, the de- 
light of the social circle, and the brightness and honor of a devoted family. 

The immortal lines of the British poet find an application to the good pastors of all 
countries and of every age—to few more so than to the subject of this notice : 


“ Thus to relievethe wretched was his pride, 
And even his failings lean’d to virtue’s side— 
But in his duty, prompt at every call, 

He watch’d and wept, he pray’d and felt for all; 
And, as a bird each fond endearment tries 

To tempt its new-fledged offspring to the skies, 
He tried each art, reprov’d each dull delay, 
Allur’d to brighter worlds, and led the way. 


‘‘ Beside the bed where parting life was laid, 
And sorrow, guilt, and prams turns dismay’d, 
The reverend champion stood: at his control 
Despair and anguish fled the struggling soul; 
Comfort came down the trembling wretch to raise, 
And his last faltering accents whisper’d praise.” 


Like a faithful pastor, he has done his work with unwearied assiduity, and he has 
only laid aside the robes of his office to assume those of that sleep which knows no 
waking. The tribute which the tears of this community offer to his memory, is the 
best commentary on his virtues. To all our citizens, without respect to sect or condi- 
fon, has ever been endeared in an especial manner, and his excellencies will be em- 

almed in their memories. He died calmly, in the consolations of that religion which 
he had so long preached, surrounded by weeping friends, among whom were the 
Bishop and many of the Clergymen of this Diocese, who had repaired to Savannah in 
order to manifest the last tokens of affection to their beloved brother.—Savannah Rep. 


At a meeting of the Rector, Wardens and Vestrymen of St. Paul’s Church, Augusta, 
convened on Tuesday, January 7th, 1851, on the occasion of the death of the Rev. Dr. 
Neufville, the following resolution and others was unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That we have learned, with unfeigned sorrow, the death of the Rev. Edward 
Neutville, D. D., late Rector of Christ Church, Savannah, and senior resident Presbyter 
of the Diocese of Georgia. 

Resolved, That while we bow, with unfeigned submission at this event in the Provi- 
dence of the All-wise and All-righteous God, we deeply feel and deplore the loss which 
this Diocese has sustained in the removal from among us of a ministering servant of the 
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Church, identified with us from a very early period of our Dioeesan organization, and 
‘whose name is in all the Churches” thereof, as gratefully associated, in their recollec- 
tions, with many a “labor of love”, and with an ardent and untiring devotion to their 
interests, by his agency in her Annual Conventions, and especially in her Standing Com- 


mittee, of which last mentioned body he had, for many years past, successively, and 
with great acceptance, filled the oftice of President. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The following amounts have been received for Domestic Missions, during the months 
of December 1850, and January 1851. 


Calvary Church, Charleston, Bishop Freeman's Diocese, - - - $10 67 
By a lady, for Rev. Mr. Pearce, Texas, - - - - - 10 00 
St. Michael’s, Charleston. Domestic, general, - - - - 27 60 
Do. Nashotah, - . - - - - 11 00 

Do. Minnesota, - : ‘ - : - - 11 00 

By a lady for Minnesota, - - o - - - ‘ 10 00 
Grace Church, Charleston. Domestic, Missions, : : - - 50 00 
All Saints, Waccamaw. Missions in South-West, - - - - 50 00 
St. Stephens’ and Upper St. John’s. Domestic, general, - - . 100 00 
Ditto ditto Missions in South-West, » - 100 00 
Grace Church, Charleston. A lady for Domestic, general, - - - 140 v0 
Trinity Church, Columbia. General $42. Jews $210, - ; - 4410 
Ditto, do. Nashotah. $5. Minnesota, $20, - - 25 00 
Trinity Church, Society Hill. Domestic general,  - ° © - 55 00 
Missionary Lecture, December and January, : - : - 2 48 
$646 85 


J. K. SASS, Receiving Agent, Diocese S. C. 


The Minister of the Church of the Holy Communion acknowledges the receipt 
(through the Rev. T. J. Young,) of “ The Chalice,” presented by a lady of this city. 
Such tokens of good encourage us to hope that our weak endeavors are accepted by 
our Heavenly Father, and that He will so influence the hearts of His children, that they 
will not forget in their alms our infant congregation, but that by little and by little, our 
means will be increased until enough shall be raised to complete the building of the 
Church edifice. For the information of those who feel an interest, we add that the 
amount necessary for the ae of the lot has almost been obtained by the subscrip- 

t 


tions of afew. We ask the liberality of the rich, the mites of the poor, the prayers of 
all. 


For Missions in South-Carolina, the Bishop has received from the United Parishes of 
St. Stephen’s and St. John’s, $42; from Georgetown, $4; from Columbia, $55. 








—— 
CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY, 1851. 

2. 4th Sunday after Epiphany. 16. Septuagesima Sunday. 

9. 5th Sundayafter do. 23. Sexagesima Sunday. . 
11. Auniversary of the P. E. Society 24. St. Matthew, the Apostle. 

for Advancement of Christianity. 
12. Diocesan Convention meets, \ 
—— 


Erratum.—In the last Number, the article on “the Mode of Collecting the Alms,” 
page 405, last line, insert semicolon after the word “ follows,” which is important to the | 
pense, 








St. Philip’s Parish School. 


Visitors—Rt. Rev. C. E. GapsDEN, D.D., Rev'ds C. Wattace and J.B. Campsett, 
Principal—R. H. MASON, A. M. 


The second year of this Institution commences on the 2d of J anuary next. Its part.- 
cular object is the training of youths in Christian truth and duty. Tle course of instrue- 
tion is designed to embrace the usual English, Latin, & Greek studies, in the prepara- 
tion of boys for College or business; and in addition, Music and Drawing, as important 
objects ofattention. ‘The number of Instructors, and hence the fulfilment of all the ob- 
jects contemplated, is contingent upon the number of pupils. 

Terms per quarter, full course, QF se . : $20 00 

Plain English, - - : - - : 15 00 

Application may be made for the present at the building in the rear of St. Stephen’s 
Chapel, to the Principal, or to Bishop Gapspxn, at his residence. Early application 
desired. December 28. 


NEW BOOKS. 

THE LAST ENEMY; Conquering and Conquered. By George Burges, D. D. 

Practical Religion Exemplified, by Lettersand passages from the life of the late Rev. 
Robert Anderson; Perpetual Curate, &c. By the Hon. Mrs. Anderson. 

Uses of Adversity, and the Provisions of Consolation. By Rev. H. Hooker. 

The Star of the Wise Men, being a Commentary on the 2d Chapter of St. Matthew. 
By Rey. R. C. Trench, B. D. 

Come, for all things are ready, (an invitation to the Communion. ) 

Thought of Peace for the Chrislian Sufferer. 

Clark’s Scripture Promises. 

The Sponsor’s Gift, or the Candidate for Confirmation. 

Illustrated Catechism, (a gift for children.) 

With a variety of RELIGIOUS BOOKS and STORIES, suitable for Christmas Pre- 
sents For sale by A. E. MILLER. 

December 28, 1850 





Church Societies in South-Carolina. 
1. Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in S. Carolina, 
John Hanckel, Treasurer, at the Bank of the State of South-Carolina. 
The Library is open every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, from 12 to2 o’clock. Annu- 
al subscription $5; Life subscription 50. ' 


2. Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy—Treasurer, Jas. 
R. Pringle, Fisq. office at J. Adger’s, Hamilton’s wharf. Annual subscription $10: 
subscription to the fund for the support of decayed Clergymen $5. 

3. Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer Book, and Tract Society—Treasurer, Mrs. Jane 
M. Thomas, Boundary street, north side; Librarian, Miss Jane M. Pinckney, 28 King- 
street, near Whim’s Court, by whom Bibles, Prayer Books, and ‘l'racts, are delivered 
every Monday morning. Annual subscription $1; Life do. $10. Members entitled 
to one Bible or Prayer Book, or 500 pages of ‘Tracts annually. 


4. Charleston Protestant Episcopal Domestic Female Missionary Society—Treasnu- 
rer, Mrs. Dehon. Annual contribution $5; Life subscription $20. 


Receiving Agents for this Diocese. 


Tue Bisnor oF THE Diocess for Missions, within the State, commouly called Div- 


cesan Missicns. 
JACOB K. SASS, Teller of the Bank of Charleston for Missions within the United States, 


ander the direction of the ‘‘ Domestic and Foreign issionary Society of the Pro. Episcopal 
Church,” commonly called Domestic Missions. Also for the Nashotah Mission House, 
and Rev. J. L. Breck’s Mission, Minesota Ter. 

HENRY TRESCOT, Esq., Cashier of the State Bank, for Missions without the 
United States, under the direction of the Society above named, commonly called Fo- 
reign Missions. ee 

EDWARD BLAKE, Esq. Teller of the Bank of South-Carolina, is Agent for re- 
ceiving any contributions to Bishop Chase’s Institution, Jubilee College. 

Dr. I. M.CAMPBELL, is Treasurer of the Fund for establishing and endowing one 
er more Episcopal Schools, in the Diocese of South-Carolina, and will. receive such. 


sums as may be offered for that purpose. 














Receipts for the Gospel Messenger for the following years: 








1849. | 1859. 
Amount brought forward for Amount brought forward for 
Vol. XXVI. $597 15 | Vol. XXVIII. 403 25 

Balance paid by the Bishop, 27 Col. James Gadsden, - 3 
Mr. C. McKinney, - - 3 
$624 15 | Mr. T. C. Harleston, - . 3 
ween | Mrs. Thomas Middleton, - 3 
Mr. James L. Petigru, - 3 
Mrs. T. L. Ogier, -- e 3 
Mr. Wm. M. Smith, - : 3 
Dr. H. R, Frost, - - 3 
Mr. James R. Pringle, - - 3 


By the Bishop to aid the publication, 23 


| $453 
185}. 
Richard J. LaRoach,- - - - 3 








~ = The Subscribers are respectfully requested to send their dues, 
as the expense of collecting is so much less received by the Publisher. 








Diocese of South-Carolina. 

The 62d Annual Convention of the Protestant Episvopal Church in this Diocese will 
be held in St. Michael’s Church, Charleston, on Wednesday the 12th February. The 
Clergy who are entitled to seats, and the Lay-Delegates of Parishes and Churches are 
requested to attend. Divine Service will commence at half past ten o’clock. 

February 1. C. WALLACE, See’ry of the Convention. 


The Protestant Episcopal Society 

FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF CHRISTIANITY IN SOUTH-CAROLINA,- 

The Anniversary Meeting of this Society will be held at St. Michael’s Church, Charles- 
ton, on Tuesday, the 11th February, when Divine Service wiil be performed, and a 
Sermon preached, suitable to the occasion; Immediately after service, the Members of 
the Society are requested to attend, to receive the Annual Report of the Board of Trus- 
tees, to elect Officers and Trustees for the ensuing year, and to transact such other busi- 
ness as may he submitted. 





¥. STEWART HANCKEL, Rec. Seeretary. 
Joun HancKEL, T'reasurer. 


Rev. Dr. Jarvis’ History of the Church, 
Prepared under the a of “ the General Convention.” The 2d vol. of his 
work—being the Ist of the History of the CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER,—contain- 
ing the First Five Periods, from the Fall of Adam, in Paradise, to the Rejecton of the 
Jews and the calling in of the Gentiles. 
(3° Subscribers are requested to call or send for their copies. Price $3 for each vol. 


lebruary 1, 1851. A. Es MILLER, A geni. 


THE SPIRIT OF MISSIONS FOR 1851. 


This Work contains an Accurate View of all the Missions of the P. E. Church, both 
Foreign and Domestic—and is recommended to the patronage of those disposed to aid 
in those laudable services of the Church. 

ALSO, 


THE CHILDREN’S MAGAZINE. 


This is the Church’s Publication for her children, and contains Moral and Religious 
instruction—fitting for the nurture and admonition of those she wishes to train up in the 
Old Paths: and is much in repute in her Sunday Schools, and among the young. Pub- 
lished monthly. Price 25 cents per annum single, or where any number are taken, a 
reduction will be made. A. E. MILLER, Agent. 


NEW LIBRARY BOOKS, 


From the General P. E. Sunday School Union. 


Thomas & Ann Thompson ; The Christmas Secret ; Marion Martin; The Lark; The 
Noble Army of Martyrs, by the Rev. Samuel Fox; The Two Mechanics, a natrative, 
with Engravings, by the Rev Richard Cox. ! 

My Mother’s Jewel; Agnes & Eliza; Sequel to Harry & Archie; William Morton ; 
Little Annie and her Nurse; the Church Catechism, and the Order of Confirmation 
Illustrated. These are in yarious bindings, suitable for Christmas Presents, for chil- 
dren. For sale by A, E. MILLER. 

















